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Women in God’s hand
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_ { 'l’ WHo, EXACTLY,
\ was the new king
| over Egypt at the

' time of the birth
of Moses we do
not know. Con-
jectures have him
as Aahames I or
Rameses II, or
Seti I. In like
manner, what
' the name of his
. daughter was no
‘ one knows. This
princess credited
yith a royal deed,
Wwithout leaving
.~ her signature, has

been made out to
be Thermutbis, Myrrina, or Mercis. Whatever name
legend may give her, the Bible preserves her anonym-
ity even though “she stands to the fortunes and fate
of the Israelite nation, as its instrumental providence
and contributory savior.” Described as “the daughter
of Pharaoh” suggests that she was the Egyptian ruler’s
only daughter. Our first impression of the princess is
the contrast her character affords to the portrait of an-
other Egyptian female, Potiphar’s wife. Potiphar’s wife
manifests, “the undisciplined forces of womanhood in
their most violent form — Pharaoh’s daughter blots out
that dark portrait and gives us one of a woman — kind,
tender and compassionate.”

Destined to be the woman who should save a baby
from a terrible death, care for him although he was
a Hebrew, Pharaoh’s daughter was an Egyptian, an
idolater who worshiped the sun. Yet in the mother-
hood of the child whom she delivered from the Nile
and named Moses, she revealed that she was above the
pagan plane — even above the cruelty of her pagan
parent. At the risk of jeopardizing her favor with
her father who had decreed the drowning of all male
Hebrew babies, she felt it too cruel to murder the pre-
cious bundle of humanity found in the bulrushes.
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Sue Hap A Human Heart

As an Egyptian woman, the princess
enjoyed great liberty. Along with her
female attendants, she came to a reserved
part of the Nile to wash, seeing its waters
were considered healthy and fructifying.
Seeing the small basket, Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter sent one of her maidens to fetch it. As
soon as she opened it and saw the lovely
child, she had compassion on him in spite
of the fact that he was one of the He-
brew’s children, whom her despot father
had ordered to kill. The babe wept, and
his tears opened a well of compassion in
the heathen heart of the princess, and she
exhibited a tender affection for children,
with her love, she mingled concern for
the baby’s welfare, and, as we have seen,
his own mother was secured as his nurse
until he was weaned (compare Miriam).
Pharaoh’s daughter did not look upon
little Moses as a delightful plaything for
the palace, but as the foundling for whom
she had risked her own life.

Sue BecaAME THE FEMALE SAVIOR OF
IsrAEL

Think of what would have happened
if Pharaoh’s daughter had not come down
to the waters at the hour she did the
babe might in some way been destroyed.
Nevertheless, as God called a heathen
ruler, Cyrus, “His servant,” so He used
the pagan princess to deliver the child
who was to become one of God’s greatest
heroes. For 40 years, Moses was cared
for and educated as the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, having all the privileges of a
son of the royal court. Stephen declared,
“Moses, was learned,” all the wisdom of
the Egyptians, and was mighty in words
and in deeds” (Acts 7:22).




Women in Satan’s hand

THE SINS AGAINST MORALITY COMMITTED
by women up to this point in the Bible were
committed for dynastic reasons, or were due to
the customs of the times. The immortal story of
this ruler’s wife’s lust for Joseph is “a picture of a
woman spoiled, rich and beautiful; the product of a
luxurious and licentious civilization,” coveting one
of the holiest and most attractive men in Egypt.
Joseph enjoyed the favor of God who prospered
him in his service in the house of Potiphar, the
chief of Pharaoh’s bodyguard That he had the
confidence of his master is seen in that he “found
grace in his sight, and the Lord blessed the
Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake”

Nevertheless, temporal prospenty was a mixed
blessing for ]oseph I—Fe was “a goodly person, and
well favored,” and his form and face were to brin
him days of trial. His master had a godless wife
whose character is revealed in her bnefblography
If a wholly bad woman is Satan’s mastcrplccc
then Ponphars nameless wife takes the prize
for diabolical cunning and dastardly wickedness.
Joseph was a young man with natural instincts,
but divine grace kept him from following youthful
lusts, enabling him to resist the advances of the
faithless wife of Potiphar to share her bed. This
female wretch tempted him to commit adultery
“day by day” (Gen 39:10). The more she persisted,
the easier foseph found it to say, No! Each victory
helped him to win the battle. On one of the days
of the severe conflict we read, “There was none of
the men of the house there within.”

Amid all the fierce testing Joseph had a deep
respect for Potiphar and could not sin against
him. Never for one moment had he the shadow
of doubt as to Joseph’s integrity. That was the
human side — the resolute determination not to
betray his master who relied on him so fully. Then
there was Joseph’s estimation of what Potiphar’s
wife constantly tempted him to do. He called the
suggested adultery, “great wickedness.” In his old
Hebrew home, he was taught that it was a grievous
sin to disregard the sanctity of the marriage, and
so Joseph chose to honor the claims of chastity.
Joseph knew God to be the antagonist of all evil,
and so sided with Him.

The last day of Joseph’s period of temptation
was the most fatal. Coming into the house on
business, Joseph saw that he and the she-devil
were alone and with one passionate outburst
she cried as she laid hold of his clothes, “Lie

with me!” Disentangling ™
himself from her grasp,
Joseph fled, leaving some
of his torn clothing in
her hands. However,
Joseph knew little
that in fleeing from a
woman's passion, he
was fleeing into prison.
The shreds of Joseph’s
garment in the woman’s
hand gave her a diabolical
idea. Her desire for Joseph
turned to hate, lust turned
to lying, and adultery to
accusation. Calling in the
servants, she showed them
the remnants of Joseph’s
garment, and with this piece
of circumstantial evidence
his effort to force her to
share her bed with him.
Contemptuously, she called
Joseph a “Hebrew” which
her husband had brought
into the house to mock its
inhabitants. She may have
been the first woman, butshe
was certainly not the last “to
exhibit the classic retaliation
of the woman scorned.”
When Potiphar returned, his
wife displayed the pieces of Joseph’s garment,
which she had torn from him, and with added
color repeated her slanderous lie. How deeply
the holy heart of Joseph must have felt the foul
accusation, as the master he respected charged
him with a sin he abhorred and never committed!
Potiphar’s wrath, fed by the jealousy and falsehood
of his wife, was kindled, and Joseph suffered the
unjust punishment of imprisonment. However,
even in prison Joseph knew that it was better to rot
there with an unsullied conscience than to prosper
in a palace, ifﬁrospcrity meant degradation. We
can imagine how Potiphar’s wife had many a
sleepless night as she thought of Joseph in his
narrow cell all because of her. We do not know
the end of this evil puppet in Satan’s hand, but it
would not be out of the realm of God’s word that
eventually the truth was found out and she reaped
what she sowed!
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ASA: The Man Who Was Good And Right

as the third king of Judah who succeeded

Abijah, the great-grandson of Solomon (I
Kings 15; I Chron. 14—16), and an ancestor of Jesus
Christ (Matt. 1:7, 8).

Asa is a marvel. In spite of the fact that his father
was a sinful man and his mother a heathen woman,
he yet shines forth as one of Judah’s most godly kings.
Praised for his religious zeal that led him to reform the
worship of the people, as a result of his devotion to God
he deposed his idolatrous mother—an astonishing act
for an oriental.

Asa’s heart toward God was like David and such
was the secret of his godliness in a foul environment.
He is spoken of as doing “that which was good and
right in the eyes of the Lord his God.” Some people
are presumptuous enough to settle for what is good and
right in their own eyes. Asa, however, did not invent
a goodness or righteousness he could adapt to his own
convenience and ambition, he only wanted what was
good and right in God’s sight.

I. Asa prayed before battle. He did not shrink
from war with the Ethiopians. Before meeting the foe
he met God, “Lord, it is nothing with Thee to help.”

I1. Asa began upon a good foundation. It took
courage and Asa took courage, and “put away the
abominable idols.” Qur idols of fortune, fashion,
popularity, and self-indulgence must be destroyed if
we desire God’s best. We can only be right with God
and with one another when we are right about our little
gods, and man-made idols.

ITI. Asa was victorious, and his foes surrendered
for they saw that his God was with him.

IV.Asa was impartial. The grandeur of this good
king was that he would not even allow his mother to
keep an idol; he ruthlessly destroyed the royal shrine.
What was wrong for the subject was also wrong for the
queen. No wonder when Asa died, his people sorely
missed and mourned him!

+

GEHAZI: The Man Who Was Unholy Amid Holiness

ehazi’s name, “valley of vision,”is appropriate enough

if we think of what he saw as to the nature of wicked
men when the prophet opened his eyes. As the servant of
Elisha, the man of God, Gehazi should have been a good
man. However, a holy man had an unholy servant; Gehazi
was near yet far distant from all that was pure and beautiful.
It is possible in our time for a man to build churches, yet be
a destroyer of Christian doctrine generally.

What a contrast exists between one man and another:
Elisha — living a vibrant spiritual life, the grand prayer-
life and faith-life, and Gehazi— grubbing in the earth and
seeking contentment in the dust. Moreover, these contrasts
still exist.

Dinsdale T. Young enlarges upon the following features
of Gehazi, the avaricious servant in this telling fashion:

I. He was familiar with sacred things, yet a stranger to
their power. Gehazi was irreligious amid religion. He lived
with good men and had knowledge of God, yet succumbed
to the hardening influence of spiritual things.

IT. He had the incapacity to understand a saint. Gehazi
failed to understand or appreciate both the character and
conduct of Elisha.

II1. His youth enslaved him. Evil thoughts, greed,
deliberate lying and revolting hypocrisy marred Gehazi's
early manhood. How his wrecked youth should warn the
young today to remember their Creator!

IV. He prostituted a strong and imaginative mind. The
story Gehazi concocted and told to Naaman was skillfully
constructed. His invention was a lie, and the cleverness in
telling it revealed his depravity. How tragic when genius
and gifts sell their birthright for a mess of pottage.

V. He was successful at a fearful cost. He gained the
social splendor he desired in the gold and garments Naaman
gave him. However, think of the price Gehazi paid. He lost
his health, for he became a leper, a judgment Gehazi himself
felt to be just. Gehazi also brought blight upon his family.
Instead of leaving his ill-gotten gains to his descendants, his
judgment likewise fell upon his seed. @




However many
advocate the theory
of evolution, the same
find within themselves
an inner strain of
disquietedness. If the
were to be impartiaK
they would admit that
they find, especially
in archaeology and
geology, many more evidences of the truth of the Bible than of any other system, or
science, of belief.

To believe that there is a Supreme Being, 2 God Almighty, is in itself not so
difficult; however, believing this as a fundamental truth brings with it a chain of
other probabilities and even certainties. If there is a self-existing God, and if the
Bible 1s His divine authority, it raises the awesome question as to whether or not
man is immortal. If so, there must be a destiny of the soul after death. In addition,
if we accept these thoughts as facts it leads us deeper into the fear of the righteous
judgments of God regarding good and evil. Moreover, this in turn sheds light on
one’s feelings of guilt.

By accepting the evolutionary theory, it is possible to circumvent all that is
known as religion and redemption, leaving one free to think and do as he might
please; nevertheless, in following this course some major problcms continue: one feels
uneasy—for if he should be wrong, then he most certainly would also be doomed.
In addition, he secretly questions the base and
evidence on which the conclusion of the evolution
theory rests. He sees the wide disagreement
among evolutionists as to the meaning of their
tests and discoveries, and continually sees last
year’s conclusions discarded in favor of some
newly advanced supposition, only to see it in turn
replaced by another idea.

What convincing answer can the evolutionist
give to that part of man that is not substance, but
spirit? From where did man receive that urge to
look to and worship some all-great, all-capable
power? In what other species do we find any
vestige or any beginning of such a spirit? These
inner feelings teach us that which the Bible
says so simply: “...God created man in His own
image...and man became a living soul” (Genesis
1:267 2:7).

The person who impartially studies the views promoted by evolutionists finds
that not only are those views often debatable and ambiguous, but also the premises
on which those theories are built are sometimes unproven. The theory of evolution
contends that life began in a very simple form by “spontaneous generation” and
evolved into the more complex forms in which it is found today. %'his supposedly
came about by adaptation to environment, mutations producing superior lines, and
“natural selection” or survival of the fittest.

Scientists however have proven that the great majority of mutations are harmful
or neutral. Since many of the changes that are observed in forms of life today are
actually degenerative, this proves the theory of “natural selection” to be a very dubious
base for evolution.

Perhaps one of the strongest evidences of creation is the fossil record. The
Cambrian strata of rock is the layer in which are found fossils of most all of the
major kinds of animals. Those fossils are of animals that are just as developed and
complex as any known today. Many had complicated respiratory, digestive and
nervous systems.

Now, if evolution was a fact,
the ancestral remains of these
animals should be found in lower
layers of rock, but such is not the
case. The Precambrian rocks are
almost devoid of fossils or other
evidences of life. Charles Darwin
admitted that this fossil rec%rld
was a stro ent against his
theory ofncgvofution. e hoped
that further searching would
reveal the ancestors of these fully
developed Cambrian animals.
Over a hundred years spent in
intensive search have not brought
them to light. The “missing link”
that is spoken about is really a
mammoth sized, un-bridged gap
in the evolution theory.

Scientists test fossils and
other objects in the laboratories
with chemicals and carbons to
determine their age. However,
these tests are of their own formula
and design, and the calculations
used are based again on theory.
The carbon 14 test was widely
heralded as an accurate method
to determine the age of artifacts
and fossils. The calculations
used assumed that the amount
of carbon 14 in the atmosphere
had stabilized, but recent tests
have found that more carbon 14 is
being formed than is dissipating.
Once more, accepted ideas had to
be discarded.

Could it be that the basic
aim of the evolutionist is not so
much a desire to know how or
when our universe began, but
rather an attempt to rid himself
of any fear of a just and Holy
God? By proving to himself that
man is merely aghighcr or more
civilized being or animal, and
that he will die as such, he shall
have no guilt complex, nor need
he fear 5:-:3 final judgment and
eternal reward.

That there are unanswerable
mysteries concerning a living
God is very true, but this is no
ground to den His existence.

“The fool hath said in his
heart, there is no God” (Psalm
53:1).
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Jenathan

humility demonstrated through the character of Jonathan,

the son of King Saul. He was the eldest of Saul’s sons
and the next in line to be the king of Israel. But God had a change
of plans and later on chose David, “a man after God's own heart”
to be the next king of Israel. Nowhere in the Bible do we read of
Jonathan complaining, or becoming bitter and jealous of David. But
rather we read of Jonathan becoming David’s strongest supporter
and closest friend. The Bible tells us in I Samuel 18:1, that the soul
of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved
him as his own soul.

IN THE BIBLE WE READ about the remarkable example of

How did this happen? What caused Jonathan to behave
himself this way? The answer is simple; he was a man of remarkable
humility. He realized that the kingdom of Israel was not his kingdom
or any man’s kingdom, but that it was God’s kingdom and God could
run it and operate it the way he wanted to. In Jonathan’s humility,
he recognized the divine will and purpose of God and submitted to
it. In humility the soul of a man is not driven by selfish ambition,
striving for vain glory and competition, but is driven by a desire to
Elcase God. In Jonathan’s humility he lost sight of himself and his

cart became fixated on seeing the kingdom of God go forward and
prosper. In this spirit of humility, he was able to develop a unique
ministry to help David become the King of Israel; he guided and
protected David from his father Saul. He would accomplish this
through finding secret places to pray and commune with David and
fight to keep the kingdom from being destroyed.

His humility was a demonstration of true brotherly love,
“Greater love hath no man than this that he lay down his life for
his friends.” Jonathan could have easily been corrupted by pride
and turned David over to Saul to be innocently killed. He could
have thought in his heart that he deserved to be king more that
David. “T have killed my share of Philistines, my father is King; it
is my royal right and privilege to be the heir to the throne”. His
response was on the contrary; he must have had an experience with
God somewhere in his life: maybe he was there when Samuel told
Saul, “When thou was little in thine own sight, was thou not made
the king of Israel?” Maybe here the Holy Spirit took these words
straight to his heart to warn him of the destructive power of pride
and Jonathan began to walk in humility and love.
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MUMILITY vs. PRIDE
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HEREAS JONATHAN WAS A REMARKABLE example

of humility, there is another character in the Bible

who displayed extreme pride and vicious contempt
toward David the King of Israel. This man’s name is Absolom.
Absalom was one of the sons of David, and a prince of Israel. He
was not chosen by God to be the next king of Israel, but rather his
half-brother Solomon. Instead of submitting to the divine plan
and accepting the divine purpose of God, he rejected it; and in his
pride, he led a rebellion to overthrow David's kingdom.

The word of God opens up Absalom’s prideful character
and pinpoints certain traits that built up Absalom’s pride. In II
Samuel 14:25 the Bible tells, “But in all Israel there was none to
be so much praised as Absolom for his beauty.” Absalom was a
handsome man and beautiful, but instead of giving glory to God
and humbling himself, he grew in pride. Absalom grew his hair
out long in order to draw more attention to himself as if he were
trying to impress people and win their worship. Absalom enjoyed
compliments and the praise and worship of man, thus becoming
more vain and puffed up in his mind. Absalom thought that the
outward man was all that was needed in life to be happy; he never
looked at a picture of his inward man and how ugly and putrid it
was. Absalom was a man that never faced his true self, he thought
he could do no wrong and that he had no faults in his life. He let
compliments and the praise of man elevate his self-esteem.

Absalom was very self-willed and took matters into his own
hands. He was driven and controlled by selfish impulses and vain
ambition. Because of his pride he became his own judge and set
his own rules as he deemed right in his own eyes. Scripture tells us
that he plotted his brother Ammon’s murder as revenge for the rape
of his sister Tamar. When Absalom returned back to Jerusalem he
set Joab’s barley fields on fire, because he grew impatient waiting
for an audience with his father.

Absalom’s pride kept getting worse and worse through the
years. He became a mirror image of Lucifer, who was also lifted
up because of his beauty and wanted to sit on the throne of God.
Absalom became power hungry, bitter and jealous toward David
because he was the King and not Absalom. He sowed discord
among the brethren, and brought division within the kingdom
of Israel. The Bible explains in I Sam 15:6, “So Absalom stole
the hearts of the men of Israel.” In the end of Absalom’s life,
he successfully rebelled against David, and took Jerusalem as his
capital city. In Jerusalem Absalom committed a heinous, unclean
sin, by committing adultery with David’s concubines. Through
pride, Absalom was led as in many cases, to sexual sin and adultery.
Absalom was always right in his own eyes, but the Bible says in
Proverbs 14:12 “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof is the ways of death”.




JOHN KNOX, SCOTLAND'S GREAT REFORMER

he name John Knox is widely known throughout Christendom
for his faith and prayer. He lived in the days of Queen Mary of
Scotland, and she once stated that she feared the prayers of Knox
“more than all the armies of Scotland.”

The Roman Catholic Church, with all its corruption and
degradation, had great power and influence in the British Isles, and the Queen of
England (as well as many of the high officials in church and state), was nothing
but a tool in the hands of the pope in persecuting and destroying the Protestants.
In the jails and prisons, as well as at the stake, God’s devoted children suffered
beyond description. The whole land was a scene of desolation. Many were burned
alive for their faith and devotion to the Protestant faith. The great heart of John
Knox was deeply moved. Night and day he cried to God to save Scotland.

At one time Knox was so greatly burdened for Scotland that he retired for
secret prayer, but was soon discovered by some of his friends, by his groans. They
heard him groan out, “Give me Scotland or I die!” Then after a few moments,
they heard him repeat these same words, “Give me Scotland or 1 die!” They
heard him breath out the longings of his soul until he found relief. God gave
him Scotland.

He died in 1572, at the age of 67. After commending the care of the church
to Christ, he said, “I now commend my soul into Thy hands.” A few moments
after, he exclaimed, “Now it is come!” Who will doubt but that God sent a convoy
of angels to carry him to Heaven?

The Earl of Morton pronounced at his grave, in the presence of many of the
nobles of Scotland, “There lies he who never feared the face of man.”

youth at one of the large iron works in Sheffield was, some time ago,

accidentally thrown on to a red-hot armor plate. When his fellow

workers rolled off him, it was doubtful if he could live, as nearly his

entire side was burned to the bone. His workmates cried, “Send for

the doctor!” but the poor suffering youth cried, “Never mind sending

for the doctor; is there anyone here who can tell me how to get saved? My soul
has been neglected, and I'm dying without God; who can help me?”

Although there were three hundred men around him, there was no one who
could tell him the way of salvation. After twenty minutes of untold agony, he
died as he had lived.

A man who saw the accident, and heard the cries of the dying youth, was a
wretched backslider. When asked how he felt about the matter, he said, “I have
heard his cries ever since. I wish I could have stooped down and pointed him to
Jesus, but my life closed my lips.”

Friend, does your life tell sinners that you are saved, or does it close your lips
when those around hear your talk and witness your actions?
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Shepherd’s Voice

IT Kings chapter 2, we see
the door closing on one
of the great ministries of
the Old Testament, and the
opening of the door to another. This

is in reference to the ministries of Elijah, the

Tishbite, and Elisha, the son of the Shaphet.

Elijah was getting ready to be taken up
by God, but before his departure, he spoke to
Elisha saying, “Ask what I shall do for thee,
before 1 be taken away from thee,” Elisha
responded, “Let a double portion of thy spirit
be upon me.”, Elijah said to him, “Thou hast
asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if thou see
me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so
unto thee.” It is recorded in the Word of God
that it came to pass, as they still went on and
talked, that behold there appeared a chariot of
fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both
asunder, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into
heaven. In addition, Elisha saw it.

Elisha cried out at the departure of the Man
of God, but when everything cleared, all he saw
was the mantle of Elijah on the ground. He
had no special instructions on how to pursue
or confirm that his request and promise of a
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double portion was granted.

Elisha picked up the mantle, the only
thing left to connect him with the prophet,
and he walked over to the river Jordan, smote
the waters, and said, “Where is the Lord God
of Elijah?” The Bible says, when he smote the
waters, “They parted hither and thither, and
Elisha went over. In addition, when the sons
of the prophet who were to view at Jericho saw
him they said the Spirit of Elijah doth rest on
Elisha. Elisha, by faith, being willing to take
the only thing the prophet left behind, used it
as the key to the manifestation of the power
he needed for his ministry.

The power in the lives of those of the
early church, those that experienced the great
outpouring on the day of Pentecost, is a power
for which many are now praying; however, to



this point, unlike the case of Elisha, we have none
to say, “The Spirit of those of the early church doth
rest upon the church today.”

It would be a blessing if more was revealed
concerning exactly what took place in the upper-
room prior to the Holy Ghost’s coming. However,
since it has not all been revealed, it would be wise
to do as Elisha did, and focus our attention on that
which was left to us and use it as a step toward
being honored with the portion of power that we
need for our day and time.

In looking at the account as outlined in Acts
chapters 1 and 2, something that could equal the
mantle left to Elisha was left to us. Also, in Acts
1:13-14, the Bible says, “And when they were
come in, they went up into an upper room, where
abode both Peter, and
James, and John, and
Andrew, Phillip and
Thomas, James the
son of Alphaus, and
Simeon Zelotes,and
Judas the brother of
James. And these all
continued with one
accord in prayer and
supplication.”

In Acts 2:1, the
Bible says, “And
when the day of
Pentecost was fully
come, they were all
with one accord in
one place.”

The word for “accord”in the Greek is “homoth
umadon” meaning unanimously or all being in
complete agreement. We have prayed, but have
we labored and repented towards that oneness of
mind that is essential to the true unity?

Being in one place is not difficult to achieve
but being in one accord requires much effort from
every element of the body of Christ.

The Apostle Paul with a greater understanding
of unity than most of us, made a plea to the church
of Corinth. He said, “I beseech you, Brethren,
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions

The power in the lives of those
of the early church, those that
experienced the great out pouring
on the day of Pentecost,
power for which many are now
praying for; however, to this
point, unlike the case of Elisha,
we have none to say, “The Splrlt
of those of the early church doth
rest upon the church today.”

among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” (I

Cor. 1:10)

In the closing of his second letter to them he
said, “Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of
good comfort, be of one mind,live in peace; and the
God of Love and peace shall be with you.” God
does not just want to be with an arm or a leg, but
rather he wants to be with the body. However, he
needs the all of the joints to come together to form
the body. He is not asking an eye to be an ear, or
an arm to be a leg. He is asking that the eye, ear,
arm, and leg walk in complete unity in the mind of
Christ. God needs us to die to all that is not of the
mind of Christ, or the Head; for all of us to use the
Word of God to lead us into one accord; that even
when we are not in
one place, He can
have us in complete
agreement.

The results of 11
Kings 2:15 should
be sufficient to put
us all in pursuit of
this much-needed
element of unity.
“And when the sons
of the prophets
which were to view
at Jericho saw him
and said, “The Spirit
of Elijah doth reston
Elisha.” Moreover,
they came to meet
him, and bowed themselves to the ground before
him.

1S a

They did not follow Elisha until the signs of
approval came upon him. Furthermore, Elisha did
not get the approval until he smote the waters with
the mantle. The sign of approval is the power of
God being upon us. We have been praying, but
let us seek to be in one accord. If they joined
themselves to Elisha, peradventure they will join
themselves to us. As it is throughout the New
Testament, people will follow when they see the
power of God. Nevertheless, remember they were
in one place, and in one accord.
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He also took the cup after supper saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.’

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup
you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. Therefore
whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in
an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood
of the Lord” (I Cor. 11:23-27).

Paul was concerned that the Church members in

Corinth observe the Passover in the right way, with

reverence and proper comprehension of its meaning.

The writings of Paul and of Luke, his traveling
companion and author of the book of Acts, regularly mention
keeping the weekly Sabbath day and the biblical festivals
listed in Leviticus 23; however, Easter is conspicuously
absent (I Cor. 5:6-8; 16:8; Acts 2: 1-4, 13:42 & 44; 17:1-3;
18:4; 20:6 & 16).

Since Jesus
or the apostles
did not introduce
Easter, where did
it come from, and
how did it come to
be such an accepted
part of traditional
Christianity?

THE ORIGIN OF

EASTER

The origins of
Easter and what it
represents are not
difficult to trace.
Many scholarly works
show that Easter is
a pre-Christian
religious holiday, one
d earried forward to
s as Babylon, Persia,
Greece and ﬁnally Rome.

Vines Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and
New Testament Words notes: “The term ‘Easter’ is not of
Christian origin, it is another form of Astarte, one of the
titles of the Chaldean [Babylonian] goddess, the queen of
heaven. The festival of Pasch [Passover] heldby Christians
in post-apostolic times was a continuation Of the Jewish
feast...From this Pasch the pagan festival of
quite distinct and was introduced into the apostate Western

religion, as part of the attempt to adapt pagan festivals
to Christianity” (WE. Vine, 1985, “Easter”). Alexander
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Hislop, in his book The Two Babylons (1959), explores
the origins of Easter. He discovered that a form of Easter
was kept in many nations, not necessarily only those that
professed Christianity: “What means the term Easter itself?
It bears its Chaldean origin on its very forehead. Easter is
nothing else than Astarte, one of the titles of Beltis, the
queen of heaven, whose name is pronounced by the people
of Nineveh, was... Ishtar” (p. 103).

Easter and the practices associated with it can be traced
back to various pagan rituals. Hislop explains that “the

forty days’ abstinence of Lent was directly borrowed from he

worshippers of the Babylonian goddess” (p. 104); in Egypt
a similar 40-day period of abstinence “was held exptcssly in
commemoration of Adonis or 0 i
god” (p. 105). ‘

How, then, did
days’ abstinence
e to be associated
with a resurrection?
Hislop continues:
‘Among the pagans
is Lentseems to have
‘been an indispensable
preliminary to the
great annual festival
in commemoration
of the death and

resurrection of

alternate weeping
and rejoicing” (p.
105). Tammuz was
a chief Babylonian
deity and husband of
the goddess Ishtar.
Worship of Tammuz was so widespread in ancient times
that it even spread into Jerusalem. In Ezekiel 8:12-18,
God describes that worship and calls it an abomination—
something repugnant and disgusting to Him.

The Babylonians held a great festival every spring
to celebrate Tammuz's death and supposed resurrection
many centuries before Christ walked the earth (see
“The Resurrection Connection” on page 18). Hislop
comprehensively documents evidence showing that Easter’s
origins precede the modem Christian holiday by more
than 2,000 years! Hislop cites the fifth-century writings
of Eassianus, a Catholic monk of Marseilles, France, on
the subject of Easter as a pagan custom rather than a New

Tammuz, which
was celebrated by

s

P
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Testament observance. “It ought to be known,” the monk stated, “that the observance of the forty days [i.e., the observance
of Lent] had no existence, so long as the perfection of that primitive Church remained inviolate” (p. 104).

Sir James Frazer describes Easter ceremonies entering into the established church. “When we reflect how often the
Church has skillfully contrived to plant the seeds of the new faith on the old stock of paganism, we may surmise that
the Easter celebration of the dead and risen Christ was grafted upon a similar celebration of the dead and risen Adonis [
Greek name for Tammuz|, which was celebrated in Syria at the same season” (The Golden Bough, 1993, p. 345).

WHY EGGS AND RABBITS?

What about other customs associated with Easter? One Catholic writer explains how eggs and rabbits came to be
connected with Easter. You will quickly notice an abscnce of any link or reference to the Holy Bible when it comes to
these rituals:

“The egg has become a popular Easter symbol. Creatlon myths of many ancient peoples center in a cosmogenic egg
from which the universe is born. In ancient Egypt and Persia friends exchanged decorated e; l‘i at the spring equinox,
the beginning of their New Year. 1 I el

“These eggs were a symbol of fertility for them because the coming forth of a live ¢
surprising to people of ancient times. Christians of the Near East adopted this tradition,
religious symbol; it represented the tomb from which Jesus came forth to new life” (Greg Dt
Traditions, 1992. p. 101: emphasis added throughout).

Like eggs, rabbits came to be linked with Easter because they were potent symbols associat
rites. “Little children are usually told that the Easter eggs are brought by the Easter Bunny. R
Christian fertility symbolism because of their reputation to reproduce rapidly; the Easter Bunny ha
meaning” (p. 102). 3

Honest Bible scholars freely admit that Jesus never sanctioned this pre-Christian holiday, ner did His apostles. In
the centuries to follow among those who called themselves Christian, Easter eventually supplafted the Passover, the
biblical ceremony Jesus and the apostle Paul told Christians to observe. i

This came to a head with the Emperor Constantine and the Council of Nicaea— almost thre
was killed and rose again.

Says, The Encyclopedia Britannic, “A final settlement of the dispute [over whether and when to observe Easter or
Passover| was one among the other reasons which led Constantine to summon the council of Nicaea in 325. The decision
of the council was unanimous that Easter was to be kept on Sunday, and on the same Sunday throughout the world, and

gg was SO
gg became a
¢ Customs and

th ancient fertility

its are part of pre-
never had a religious

e centuries after Jesus

‘that none should hereafter follow the blindness of the Jews” (11th edition. pp. 828-829, “Easter”). Constantine’s decision

was a fateful turning point for Chnstlamry 'I,h
be outcasts, a small and persecuted minority

from ancient pre-Christian religions but de€ssed in a Christian cloak—would take hold among the majority.

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?

mbols that have come with it) was adopted by the Catholic Church centuries after

g.i've this holiday and encourage others to do so; to answer that question, let’s go

esus Christ Celebrate Easter?”

So could the apostles, whose teaching and doctrine are in the book of Acts and
e epistles wri ames, Jude and John. However, nowhere do we find a hint of support for Easter or

anything remotely resemfﬂ.u:g it. What we do find, as pointed out earlier, is clear instruction from Jesus and Paul to keep

the Passover and other biblical—and truly Christian—observances.

Holy Scripture does not support this pre-Christian holiday and, in fact, condemns such celebrations. Because Seripture
condemns pagan practices and the worship of false gods (Deuteronomy 12:29-32), we know that God the Father and Jesus
His Son have no interest in Easter and do not approve of it. Jesus, in fact, is diametrically opposed to religious rituals
that supposedly honor Him, but in reality age rooted in the worship of false gods. He makes clear the difference between
pleasing God and pleasing men: “Well didMsaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “This people honor Me
with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. "And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments
of men...All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition” (Mark 7:6-9).

Easter is a tradition of men, not a commandment of God. However, it is more than that. Itis a pagan tradition of
men that, like other traditions involved in the worship of false gods.

Since Easter (with all the p
Christ asccnslon, shi uld
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se who remained faithful to the instruction of Jesus and the apostles woulsi k]
2 (John 15:18-20). A vastly different set of beliefs and practices— recycled
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T MAY SHOCK SOME READERS to suggest that there is a
Idifference between being Bible taught and being Spirit
taught. Nevertheless, it is so.

It is altogether possible to be instructed in the rudiments
of the faith and still have no real understanding of the whole
thing. Moreover, it is possible to go on to become expert in Bible
doctrine and not have spiritual illumination, with the result that
a veil remains over the mind, preventing it from apprehending
the truth in its spiritual essence.

Most of us are acquainted with churches that teach the
Bible to their children from their tenderest years, give them
long instruction in the catechism, drill them further in pastor’s
classes, and still never produce in them a living Christianity nor
a virile godliness. Their members show no evidence of having
passed from death unto life. None of the earmarks of salvation
so plainly indicated in the Scriptures is found among them.
Their religious lives are correct and reasonably moral, but wholly
mechanical and altogether lacking in radiance. They wear their
faith as persons in mourning once wore black armbands to show
their love and respect for the departed.

Such persons cannot be dismissed as hypocrites as many of
them are pathetically serious about it all. They are simply blind.
From lack of the vital Spirit, they are forced to get along with
the outward shell of faith, while thier deep hearts are starving
for spiritual reality; yet, they do not know what is wrong with
them.

This difference between the religion of creed and the religion
of the Spirit is well set forth by the saintly Thomas in a tender
little prayer to his Lord: “The children of Israel in time past said
unto Moses, ‘Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not
Cod speak with us, lest we die? Not so, Lord, not so, I beseech
Thee; but rather with the prophet Samuel, I humbly and earnestly
entreat, ‘Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth.” Let not Moses
speak unto me, nor any of the prophets, but rather do Thou
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speak, O Lord God, the inspirer, enlightener of all the prophets
for Thou alone without them canst perfectly instruct me, but they
without Thee can profit nothing. They indeed may utter words,
but they cannot give the Spirit. Most beautifully do they speak,
but if Thou be silent, they inflame not the heart. They teach the
letter, but Thou openest the sense; they bring forth mysteries,
but Thou unlockest the meaning of sealed things. They work
only outwardly, but Thou instructs and enlightens the heart...
They cry aloud with words, but Thou impart understanding to
the hearing.”

No one denies this, but even such a statement will go over
the heads of those who hear it unless the Holy Spirit inflames
the heart.

The charge often made against us by Liberals, that we are
“bibliolaters,” is probably not true in the same sense as meant
by our detractors; but candor and self-analysis will force us to
admit that there is often too much truth in their charge. Among
religious persons of unquestioned orthodoxy there is sometimes
found a dull dependence upon the letter of the text without the
faintest understanding of its spirit. That truth is, in its essence,
spiritual, and this must constantly be kept before our minds if
we would know the truth indeed. Jesus Christ is Himself the
Truth, and He cannot be confined to mere words even though,
as we ardently believe, He has Himself inspired the words. That
which is spiritual cannot be shut in by ink or fenced in by type
and paper. The best a book can do is to give us the letter of truth.
If we ever receive more than this, it must be by the Holy Spirit
who gives it.

The great need of the hour among persons spiritually
hungry is twofold: First, to know the Scriptures, apart from
which our Lord will vouchsafe no saving truth. Secondly, to be
enlightened by the Spirit, apart from whom the Scriptures are
not understood.



e from the Library
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‘ve heard men tell the stories of their conversions

and of their spiritual lives in such a way that my

heart loathed them and their stories, too. They

have told of their sins as if they were boasting in the
greatness of their crimes. They have mentioned the love
of God, not With a tear of gratitude, not with a heart of
thanksgiving, but as if they exalted themselves as much
as they exalted God Oh, when we tell the
story of our own conversion, | would have
it done different We Should tell it with
great sorrow, remembering what we used
to be. We should also tell it with great joy
and gratitude, remembering how little we
deserve these things.

I was once preaching on conversion
and salvation, and I felt, as preachers often
do, that it was dry work to tell this story.
A dull, dull tale it was to me. Suddenly,
the thought crossed my mind, “Why, you;
are a poor, lost, ruined sinner yourself. Tell it; tell it as
you received it. Begin to tell of the grace of God as you
trust you feel it yourself.” Why, then my eyes began to
be fountains of tears. Those hearers who had nodded’
their heads began to wake tip. They listened because
they were hearing something that the speaker himself
felt and that they recognized as being true to him even
if it was not true to them...

Can you not remember, dearly beloved, the day of
your salvation? Can you not remember that day of days,
that best and brightest of hours, when you first saw the
Lord? It was the day you lost your burden, received the
roll of promise, rejoiced in full salvation, and went on
your way in peace.

My soul can never forget that day. Dying, all but
dead, diseased, pained, chained, scourged, bound in

o/ Conversion

C. S. Spurgeon

fetters of iron, in darkness and the shadow of death,
Jesus appeared to me. My eyes looked to Him. The
discase was healed, the pains removed, chains were
snapped, prison doors were opened, and darkness gave
place to light. What delight filled my soul! What
mirth, what ecstasy, what sound of music and dancing,
what soarings towards heaven, what heights and depths
of indescribable delight! ‘Ever
since then, I have hardly ever
known joys that surpassed the
rapture of that first hour.

It is a difficult thing describe
the hour of conversion. It would
be’ easier for my lips to crowd
entire poems into one word. It
would be easier for my voice
to distill hours of melody into
a single syllable. It would be
easier for my tongue to utter in
one letter the essence of the harmony of ages. For the
hour of conversion is an hour that surpasses other days
of my life as much as gold surpasses dross.

Memory will drop from her full hand many a
memento that she now cherishes; but she will never,
even when she totters to the grave, unbind from her
heart the token of the exceedingly happy hour of my
redemption. The emancipated galley slave may forget
the day that heard his broken shackles rattle on the
ground. The pardoned traitor may fail to remember
the moment when his life was spared by a pardon. The
long- despairing sailor may not recollect the moment
when a friendly hand snatched him from the hungry
deep. But, the hour of forgiven sin, moment of perfect
pardon, my soul will never forget you while she has
life and being and immortality!

CAUSE

questions and answers

Can these bones live?

1. In Biblical history, whose dead bones traveled the farthest?
2. Who’s bones brought life to a falling dead man?

3. What were the two names given to the place that a jawbone

wrought a great victory?

Answers to Issue 24
1.) Pre-appearing of Christ
2.) When God transfered charge of the people from
Moses to Joshua, Son of Nun (Duet 31:14-15)
3.) Solomon'’s dedication of the Temple.
(1Ki 8:10-11 / 2Chr 5:13-14 and 2 Chr 7:1-3)
4.) John (Rev 1:10-17)
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THE ROAD T0O

:;f):'m' changed. Hapes restored. Minds made right; bearts made whole. Jesus has been proven as the one remedy for all this worlds
infirmities throughout the ages. Sounds too good to be true? 1t isn't - if you're fed up with life, coming to Jesus may be easier than you think.
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ROMANS 3:10-12. “As it is written, There is none
righteous, no, ot one: There is none that understandeth,
there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out
of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is
none that doeth good, no, not one.”

ROMS 3:23. “For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God.”

ROMANS 6:23a. “For the wages of sin is death... J
ROMANS 1:18a. “For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men...”

rﬁ)CAN \VLYOP

ROMANS 3:20a. “Therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight...”

EO1D'S LOVE F/

IMADE A WAYZS

JOHN 3:16. “For God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
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ROMANS 5:8-9. “But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for

us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we
shall be saved from wrath through him.”

ROJV[AN S 4:21. “And being fully persuaded that, what
he had promised, he was able also to perform.”

A
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ACTS 4:12. “Neither is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given among men,

whereby we must be saved.”

BN PRAY. ANID

OU ARE A CHRISTIANES
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CHR STI AN CHU which are "Believed Among Us” (Luke 1:1), so as, there will be no
» division or differences among us, and that all our churches preach,
Doctrlnal Statem 6nt teach, and proclaim the following, doing so in love and by direction of
the Holy Spirit, and by the Word of God.
I - THE SCRIPTURES: We believe that the Scriptures, (The Bible),
are the inspired Word of God, and that they are to be taught and believed in their entirety — (II Timothy 3:15) (II Peter 1:21)
That the Scriptures will give us a complete revelation of God's divine plan of Salvation and His will toward man, and that this is to constitute
the complete rule of Christian Faith and the practice of the same.
II — THE GODHEAD: Our God is a Trinity - manifested in three distinct Persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, being co-
existent, co-equal, and co-eternal.
III - SALVATION: Salvation for man, (which is fallen from his perfect and sinless state through Adam), is attained by the grace of God,
through Jesus Christ His Son, by His death upon the cross, through the Holy Spirit” conviction, by repentance, and through an experience
of the New Birth. This is accomplished by grace, and is made effectual through faith in Jesus Christ by accepting Him as our Personal
Savior. (Titus 2:11) (Romans 10:13-15)
(Luke 24:47) (Titus 3:5-7)
IV - THE CHURCH: We believe that the Church is the Body of Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:18) (Ephesians 4:15) and that Jesus is the
Head. Its earthly members are made up of believers, born again by the Spirit (John 3:6) and by the Word. (I Peter 1:23).
To the Church is delegated authority, instructions, offices, and rules to govern it, and its members, so as to allow it to fulfill its mission
in the fulfillment of Christ’s great commission. (Matthew 28:19) (Mark 16:15-20)
V - MINISTRY: God, through the Holy Spirit, definitely calls and sets aside such as He desires to serve as Ministers of the Gospel. No
one should under any circumstances be ordained to any office unless the calling is distinct and evident.
VI - WATER BAPTISM: Baptism in water is by immersion, and is a direct commandment of our Lord (Matthew 28:19) and is for believers
only. (Romans 6:4) (Colossians 2:12) (Acts 8:36-39)
VII - BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: The Baptism of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11) is a gift from God, as promised by the Lord
Jesus Christ, to all believers in this dispensation, and is received subsequent to the New Birth. (John 14:16-17) (Acts 1:8, 2:4, 2:38-
39). The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is accompanied with the speaking in tongues as the Holy Spirit gives utterance, this being the initial
physical sign and evidence. (Acts 2:4)
VIII - SANCTIFICATION: The Word of God (The Bible) teaches that without holiness no man can or shall see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14).
We believe the Doctrine of Sanctification to be a definite, yet a progressive work of grace in the believer’s life, starting at the time of the
born again experience in the believer’s life. (Hebrews 13:12) (II Thessalonians 2:13) (I Peter 1:2) (Ephesians 5:26) (John 17:17) (I
Corinthians 6:11) (I Thessalonians 5:23)
IX - THE LORD’S SUPPER: We believe that the ordinance of The Lord’s Supper is a commandment of our Savior, and that its time or
frequency of observance is left to the discretion of each congregation. (I Corinthians 11:26)
X - DIVINE HEALING: Healing is for the physical ills of the human body. It is wrought by God, through the power of God, by the laying
on of hands and by prayer, through faith. (Mark 16:18) (James 5:14-15)
XI - THE COMING OF THE LORD: We hold that the coming of the Lord is imminent and is the blessed hope of the Church. We also
hold that the rapture is to occur prior to the tribulation.
XII - RESURRECTION OF THE JUST AND UNJUST: The Scriptures teach that the just (those born again, being justified by Jesus Christ)
shall be raised by Jesus Christ unto eternal life and rewards. The unjust, (those who have rejected Jesus and His plan of salvation), shall
be raised to judgement and eternal punishment.
XIII - HELL: When one dies in his sins without Christ, he is hopelessly and eternally lost in the Lake of Fire, and therefore has no more
opportunity of receiving Christ as Savior, being eternally lost. (Hebrews 9:27)
The Lake of Fire is literal, (Revelation 19:20) and the words eternal and everlasting describe the duration of the punishment of those
that are lost.
XIV — RELATION TO WAR: We believe that our government was and is established by God, and whereas we are thankful to the
government of the United States of America, for the freedom to worship God according to the dictates of our own conscience, and whereas
we understand and believe that the Word of God does not command or teach, either by example or statement, that we should not protect
or defend our way of life: be it resolved that during time of war or necessity, we will serve our government, bear arms, protect our citizens
from enemies who try to overthrow our government and our country, and to serve in whatever role necessary.

- TITHES: We recognize the scriptural duty of all people, as well as ministers, to pay tithes unto the Lord. (Hebrews 7:8) Tithes
should be used for the support of the active ministry and for the propagation of the Gospel and work of the Lord, and are not to be given
to charity or used for other purposes. (Malachi 3:7-11) (Hebrews 7:2) (I Corinthians 9:7-11; 16:2)

XVI - PRAYER: The Word of God plainly teaches that men must pray everywhere without wrath and doubting. (I Tim. 2:8) We believe
that prayer is a vital and necessary part of a believer’s life, and, therefore should be exercised without restriction, according to Scripture.
(Luke 6:12) (Luke 18:1) (I Thessalonians 5:17)
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